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Top KLF militant
gunned down

CHANDIGARH, April 13 (UNI) -
In a major success security forces
gunned down hardcore militant Man-
jit Singh, alias Bhola, of Khalistan
Liberation Foree responsible for
more than 700 killings, in Jagraon
police district (Ludhiana) today.

Elsewhere in Punjab, lour muli-
tants and a police Head Constable
were killed, one militant escaped
from the police custody and three
militants were arrested during the
past 24 hours.

Punjab police chief K.P.S, Gill told
UNI that security forces shot dead
Manjit Singh, alias Bhola in an en-
counter at Konke Kalan villa
Jagraon police distriet (L E\
this morning.

He said the crimes co
-Manjit Singh included tn
train passengers, 15

Specia 1ghts
on Apri

From Our Corr!spand.ent

SHIMLA, April 13 - Specisl
flights have been iniroduced for the
Bhuniar — Stingari — Bhuntar on
April 14 and on the Killar-Pathank-
ot-Killar route on April 15.

Stating this here today, an official
spokesman has advised the passen-
gers to contact Deputy Commissioner
at Kullu and at Keylong and subdi-
visignal officer (Civil) at Nurpur and
at Killar.

seven BSE men and the jatest Killmg
in Jagraon of seven persons.
Babkbar Khalza listed militant
Amrik Singh was killed in an en-
eounter with socurity forces at Mak-
ka village in Mdngn district today
Head Constabl ran Singh was
alzo Icllled mnslable RKakesh
sustained | during the en-

counter.

Secur! rees gunned down two
unid militants at mour Nabha®
in a police district last night

tols and some cartridges were
ered [rom the slain militants

n another encounter in Barnala
district, one more unidentified mili-
tant was killed near Sadhokalan vil-
lage today.

A militant identilied as Umran
Singh Kalgarh escaped from the
police custody when he was being
taken for recovery of arms in the
Nangal Jhinde area of Hoshiarpur
district last night.

Security forces arresied two mili-
tants identified az Gurjant Singh
alips Janta and Jasbir Singh alias
Sema, both real brothers, after a brief
encounter near Langiana village in
Faridkot district last night, Two 12-
bore double barrel guns and some
cartridges were recovered from their
posEession.

The security forces arrested one
more militant identified as Hakam
Singh in Patiala district and reco-
vered 45 explosive sticks from his

posseasion last night,
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by Diva Arcra

VER & decade of violence an Punjab has

left thousands of traumatised women
struggling to rebuild broken lives. The worst
victims of the militants are young women
abducted and forced inlo marriage al gun-
point.

Among Lhem 1s Bhupinder Kaur who lives in
her paremis’ small mud-plasterad house at
Talwandi village in Gurdaspur district. Sofi-
featured and slim, she breaks down when she
recalis how she was abducted from her house
in May 1986 by Gurme] Singh Geja of the
Bhindranwale Tigers Force of Khalistan.

“Geja warned my father that if he did not
‘give his consent to the marriage he would
shoot him on the spot. What could my father

we moved from one secret hideout to another
to escape the police, Within two years of our
marriage, Geja was killed, leaving ine with
two children to support,

“1 was arrested and jailed. The police ex-
tracted all the information they could and
after some weeks released me,” syas Bhupin-
der Kaur,

She returned to her father's house, only to
be abducted once again, this time by militant
Sukhdev Singh:

She shakes her head disconsolately, re-
membeéring those frightening days. "I felt like
a pawn. 1 faced so much uncertainty. No one
knew whal the next day had in store 1 bore
Sukhdev a child and now had three children
to worry about, When Sukhdey was killed, 1
knew il was only a matter of time befare the
police wauld cateh up with us.™

do? My life became a nightmare after that, as.

' Victims of sexual terrorism

She denies acquiring any assels from the
militants and the simple house, sans furniture
or fancy electronic items, reinforces her state-
ment, She wants to resume her studies and get
a school teacher's job. *

district was only 14 when militant Avidr

Singh Padri broke into her house
abducted her. Her younger brother, '
Singh, tried to stop him and was kill e

spot while her old parents were up.
Padri was 26 years older than wils a
drug addict and aleoholic, Q

Padn was killed in an e er with the
police several monthsigo Kanwal con-
tinues to live in o ti (] all by herself.

“With what face do 1 go home?" she asks.
“The image of blood-spattered brother

haunts me, i over", she says. She has
regressed int world, unable to come
to terms w around her.
* .
Majith rintendent of Police (Opera-

tions) |- nga says he knows of at least 200
suc »“Most of the terrorists were older
& r victims were invariably young

of 14-15 studying in class nine or ten.

ese women were often used as messengers.
at 15 why during the last year more than 15

women were killed in encounters.

“Look at the case of Kulwinder Kaur Malka
from a village in Batala, She was abducted by
Joga Singh. At 14 she was considered the most
beautiful girl in the village and her parents
had received proposals [rom well-to.do [ar-
mers when the tragedy occurred. She lived
with him for four years and lasl month was
killed in an encounler. Her parents are heari-

. P ® I

broken,"” says the SF .
Militants are known to have extoried as

much as Rs 100 crore during the last five

years. But most of this wealth, used to buy
land and trucks, has been cornered by their

Kanwal Kaur of Kame village in Amrite@famﬂies. and their widows disowned The

women are only left with children who face
such social stigma and hatred that ther
parents have moved them to the homes of
relatives to avord harassment,

One of the few individusls who supports
these vicums is Luxmi Kanta Chawla, a social
worker of Amritsar. .

*There are thousands of such yvoung women
The government has devised no rehabilitation
scheme for them. I demanded in the Assembly
that a short-stay home should be established

“The Chief Minister gave an assurance but has
done nothing,” says Chawla, a gutsy womin
whao spoke out against militants despite death
threats.

Chawla also supports another group at the
aother end of the political spectrum = women
whose husbands were killed by the militants
She estimates there are 9000 such widows.

Rebuilding their lives has not been casy
either but at least they have receswved public
sympathy and financial support from the
government. The more educated ones have
been olfered jobs by their husbands’ em-
ployers.

Asha Rani lives in Chheharla, & bustling
industrial area in Amritsar. An ashen-laced
serious woman with dark cireles under her
eyes, it is obwvious that the task of caring for
five daughters aged between 22 and 15 and a
son of 14 has taken a heavy toll on her health,

Her husband, a dockor, wus killed 1n 158%.



Punjab cop, 4
militants die
in Maharashtra

AMRAVATI, June 23 (PTT) — Ten
persons, including four militants,
three women and two children, were
killed in a shootout last night with
palice at Ramkrishna Colony near the
Central Jail here, police

A 12.member posse
police station in Tam
of Punjab, led by
Baljinder Singh,

family in
months
The @militants opened fire with AK-

47 rifles when the posse, assisted by
the Amravati Police, raided the
housé. In the ensuing. shootout the
women, children and the militants —
Kartar Singh (55), Kashmira Singh
(30), Balvir Singh (2B), end Pargat
Singh (28) — who were in the house,
and Lance Naik Balwinder Singh of
the Harike Police Station were killed.

However, the police managed to
rescue five-year-old Sonu Singh, who
was trying to seek shelter in the
house.
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