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Chinks in secur it y 
By Prabhjot Singh 
Tribune News Service 

CHANDIGARH, Aug 31 - Many 
heads may roll as a fall out to the 
assassination of Chief Minister Beant 
Singh outside the Civil Secretariat 
building in a high security zone here 
this evening. 

The killing of the Chief Minister 
and 15 other has exposed chinks in 
the security cover provided to the 
VIPs of the state. The security of the 
Chief Ministers of Punjab and 
Haryana and the Civil Secretariate 
building is looked after by the police 
departments of two states in coor-
dination with the Chandigarh poiice. 

Though the police and forensic 
experts refuse to be drawn into any 
argument on the type of the explo-
sives and devices used in engineering 
the blast, they agree that it was a 

high intensity bomb which went off 
the moment the Chief Minister step-
ped into his waiting bullet proof 
white Ambassador car. His car took 
the maximum impact as it was re-
duced to a heap of bent and burnt 
steel. The other two Ambassador 
Fars, also bullet proof, had a lesser 
impact. The pilot car caught fire and 
the escort car was damaged by the 
intensity of tht-  blast. 

The Director-General of Police, Mr 
K.P.S. Gill, said at a press conference 
that it was a "security lapse." 

"Of course it is a saotage. It is a 
terrorist act. I have been maintaining 
that there is no let up in terrorist 
activity and vigilance is required all 
the time. The 1St is active,"  Mr Gill 
said. 

Only on Sunday last when the 
Chief Minister had gone to Ludhiana 
there was a blast en route. Referring 
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4 'L 	 tu 	)D) 	-  liiilll I I I ! 	 - The dark face of 
militancy again 

by Han Jaisingh 

W ITH the shocking death of Chief Minister Beant Singh in a 
powerful blast of a bomb planted right in his car, the ghost 

of terrorism seems to have come back in Punjab with a 
vengeance. This gruesome incident has occurred at a time when 
a sense of complacency had begun to sink in the politico-
administrative psyche of the state. Not that there was any 
visible scaling down of the security measures around the VVIPs. 
The security ring around the ministers and other important 
functionaries had come to acquire a status symbol more than 
being an exercise in substance. The very fact that the bomb 
exploded as the Chief Minister got into his car with a 
paraphernalia of commandos shows the penetration of 
saboteurs right in his maximum security zone. It is apparently 
the handiwork of some insiders who were supposed to protect 

I him from possible sniper shots from militants. This is a clear 

Car 
Tribune News Service 
CHANDIGARH, Aug 31 

-. The Chief Minister of 
Punjab, Mr Beant Singh 
was killed today in a 
powerful car bomb blast 
outside the Civil Secretariat 
building here. 

At least 15 other persons, including 
three members of his personal staff, 
three National Security Guards, and 
two gatekeepers, were also killed and 
16 injured. 

The attack took place shortly after 
5 p.m. The Chief Minister came down 
in a lift from his first floor office, 
walked to his car parked in the porch, 
which blew up as soon as he stepped 
into it. Eyewitnesses said a big 
orange ball of fire engulfed the entire  

area and thick smoke billowed all 
around. Two other cars parked 
around the Chief Minister's vehicle 
were also destroyed in the blast. 

The body of Mr Beant Singh lay 
charred and mutilated beyond recog-
nition between the front and back 
seat of the car. A steel bangle (kara) 
and a shoe (jooti) were the only things 
left to help identify his body. 

The powerful bomb blast wreaked 
havoc in the porch and the VIP lobby 
areas of the Civil Secretariat. It also 
caused extensive damage to the Chief 
Minister's office, the VIP waiting 
room, and the offices of Mr Scant 
Singh's Political Secretary and 
security chief, and the room of Mr 
Harcharan Singh Brar, located on the 
building's first floor. 

The entire site was a picture of 
devastation. Three cars, including the 
one carrying the ChiefMinister, were 

reduced to mangled hulks of steel. • Sharma, were among the first to in the pilot car and survived the 	Mr Beant Singh's body will lie in 
in Sec- 

Mutilited bodies and severed limbs reach the site. Four fire tenders were blast, told TNS that the explosion state at his official residence 
the Chief Minister tor 2 from tomorrow afternOOn. A occurred when littered the porch and the VIP lobby. 

The floor of the VIP lobby was strewn 
pressed into service to control the 
fire, which was soon put out. Was getting into the car. The impact meeting of the Council of Ministers  

with broken windowpanes, while the The Chandigarh police cordoned of the blast was so powerful that all will be held here tomorrow at 2 p.m., 
the windowpanes in the area were followed by a meeting of the Con- false ceiling of the lobby as well as 

the Chief Minister's office partly cot- 
off the area. 

The bomb appeared to have been smashed and the door to the VIP gress Legislature Party at 3 p.m. at 
triggered by a remote-control device, lobby was partly knocked down. 	Punjab Vidhan Bhavan. 

time and place 

Iingh'slife 	1 a method frequently employed by . Punjab militants during the decade- 
The commando and, who survived 	 The 

the blast, stood at the site looking of cremation would be announced Beant and-half of violence in the state. dazed stunned. One of them, liis hair after 	holding 	consultations 	With 

I 	in pictures - page 9 	(  singed by the fire, said his hearing members of his family 

i._j. 
Twentythree persons were admit- 

Hospital 	the ted to the General 	and 
had been impaired. 	 Mr Beant Singh is I 	first Chief 

PGI here with critical injuries. Of the 
Minister of Punjab to die in office.' 

The X-ray scanning machine and Only two days before his death, 
lapsed. All electrical fixtures were eight injured, one was identified as the door-frame metal detector instal- speaking to newspersons about the 
also smashed. Mr Baldev Singh Pucca Kalan, an led at the entrance of the gate were positive reaction to the concessions 

Pieces of flesh were even littered on MLA from Bathinda district, while badly damaged. 	 announced by him at a kisan rally at 
the staircase leading to the first floor. the rest were security personnel. The - Patiala, he had said. "In spite of all 

As the news of the blast spread, bodies of three Black Cat comman- This was the second blast at the this there are people who want to kill 
hundreds of government employees, dos, part of the inner security ring of civil 	secretariat. 	The 	first 	blast me 
preparing 	to 	leave 	their 	offices, the Chief Minister, were also taken to occurred three years ago in a cycle He, however, never took the threat 
gathered at the spot. The Punjab the PGI. stand close to the office of the Punjab 

16 	2 DGPs, Mr KPS Gill and Mr O.P. A Black Cat commando, who was Chief Minister. 	 Continued on page 	col 

cluded Mr A.S. Pooni, Chief Secret- cause of mourning. Terrorist outfit Babbar Khalsa Inter- Tribune News Service 
ary, Mr K.P.S. Gill, state police chief, The swearing in of Mr Brar was national late tonight claimed respon- NEW DELHI, Aug 31 - The Centre 
Mr Vinod Duggal, Adviser to the UT preceded by a formal announcement sibility for the killing of Punjab Chief deeply shocked and stunned as 
Administrator, 	Mr 	Jivtesh 	Singh by the Chief Secretary about the Minister Beant Singh. the news of the assassination of the 
Mani, 	Principal Secretary 	to 	the death of Mr Beant Singh. 

- 
In a fax message received by UNI .jab Chief Minister, Mr Beant 

Chief Minister and Mr S.S. Dawra, 

Only 	two 	members 	of 	Beant's - 

here after midnight, I3abbar Khalsa Singh, reached north block. 
Information Secretary. Mr 	Brar 	said 	all 	members of said: 	Beant Singh had come on top The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Nara- Beant's Council of Ministers would of our hit list after he betrayed the simha Ras, is away in Madurai and 
Council of Ministers - Mr Karam be included in his ministry. The oath- Sikh community. ' be returning late in the night. 
Singh Gill and Mr Mohinder Kaypee, taking ceremony would be held after "We had to give the death sentence While a decision was taken by the 
attended the ceremony. The other the cremation of Mr Beant Singh's, to him (Scant Singh) because of this," Centre to give the temporary charge 
ministers were either out of station or body and the seven-day mourning. it said. 	 . of the post of Chief Minister to the 

_ Ella number two man in the Beant Singh 

Babbars own 
S i 	u"M responsibility 

Those who attended the function in- stayed away from the ceremony be- 	NEV DELHI, Aug 31 (UNI) - 

will be present in Chandigarh to 
	assassination

flis a "cowardly and 
attend the funeral of the saviour of heinous act totally against 'the cul- 

	

. 4 ' 	 Punjab whose life could not be saved ture and spirit of India."  

	

t r , ie7 '  	 . l 	by his commandos. 	 The President, Dr Shanker Dayat 
Mr Buta Singh, Minister for Civil Sharma, said Beant Singh's martyr- 

Punjab's interim Chief Minister, Mr Barcharan Singh Brar, sits in mourning with Supplies, is in London while Dr Bat- dons would strengthen "our national 

members of the Council of Ministers f Mr Beant Singh at the residence of the late 	Bn.Mr'kCha-  
Chief Minister on Thursday. 	 A Tribune photograph van, who is coordinating the arrange- day's trip to Madurai, condemned the 

to that, the DGP maintained that 
Ludhiana incident was still under 

' 

- 	
0  

HYIJEKAISAD, Aug 5l (YI'I, UNI) 
Mr Chandrababu Naidu was today 

investigation. Tribune News Service invited to form the new government 
The civil secretariat building has a CHANDIGARH, Aug 31 - A red in Andhra Pradesh by the Governor, 

heavy 	deployment 	of 	policemen. alert has been sounded in Punjab, Mr Knshan Kant. 
Non-official vehicles are not permit- Haryana and the Union Territory of Earlier, a four-member delegation 
ted into the area. Visitors are re. Chandigarh following the powerful led by Dr D. Venkateswara Rao, MP, 
quired to get passes from where car bomb blast outside the Punjab Civil handed over a letter to the Governor 
garages were located in earlier days. - Secretariat here this evening which staking claim to form the government 
The entire complex was fenced with claimed the life of the Punjab Chief since Mr Naidu was unanimously 
high-barbed wire. Minister, Mr Beant Singh. 

The Chandigarh police has sealed Edit : High tension 	1 
The assassination has thrown up a 

number of questions. If the car is all outlets to prevent the escape of and low drama 
[  	 I always under security cover, 	ow - miitan.t elements. Nakas have been 

set -ui-- in the Union Territory and come it is made a precise target of a checking of vehicles has been laun- elected TDLP leader. 
bomb explosion? If it was a time ched. The Governor, in reply, invited Mr 
device then the one who operated it 
must be at a visible distance from the SHIMLA: The alert has also been Naidu to form the government. 

vehicle? In case of any contingency, is sounded- in Himachal Pradesh. Mr Naidu will take the oath of 
there any emergency plan? After the State DGP B S Thakur said that office at 12.15 p.m. tomorrow, Raj 
blast today, there was a confusion as security of VVIPs and others impor- ,Bhavan sources said. 

tant persons and vital installations - Earlier in the day, Mr Rams Rae 
Continued on page 16 col 1 had been beefed up. tendered his resignation bringing to 

yet to take a decision on the question 
of national mourning for the hero 

.- B 	, 

who brought peace to Punjab. 
The Cabinet Secretary Mr Surin-

der Singh, sat late in his office to 
receive instructions. But no instruc-
tions came to him. So much so, the 

' 	, 	 -, -.- i/' 	. 
government did not issue even a 
condolence message on behalf of the 
Prime Minister. Frantic calls to the 
officeand the residence of the Union 

.77 

	

- 	- 
 Minister, Mr S.B. 	Chavan, 

:: A messiah gone, says Chhibber to elicit a con dolence message 
That, too, will await the arrival of the page 3 
Prime Minister. 

The official spokesman of the gov- The Prime Minister will be holding 
erasment of India, Mr S. Narendra, is 

.4 
 a meeting with his close aides at 

away to Jaipur while the l.nformatiop 11.30 p.m. tonight after his arrival 
. .. 	-1 Adviser to the Prime Minister, Mr from Madufai. 

PV.R.K. Prasad, is away in Madurai.  The President, the Vice-President, The Minister of State for Internal the Prime Minister and leaders of 
Security, Mr Rajesh Pilot, is rushing different political parties condemned 
back to New Delhi from Surat. He the  

ffIN.t [Mi) 1  
meats relating to the funeral and the 
successor to the assassinated Chief 
Minister was in no position even to 
tell the Governor, Mr B.K.N. Chhi-
her, what exactly was in store. 

In fact so confused was the atmos-
phere and so grave was the disbelief 
that even senior officers of the Union 
Home Ministry and the Intelligence 
Bureau did not know until 6.30 p.m. 
what exactly had happened at the 
Secretariat, although the incident 
had taken place at 5.05 p.m. 

The Haryana Chief Minister, Mr 
Bhajan Lal, who landed in Delhi in 
the evening was perhaps the first one 
to know about the incident. 

According to authoritative sources, 
the Cabinet Secretary held no meet-
ing with the Special Secretary (Inter-
nal Security), Mr V.K. Jam, or with 
the Directors of the Intelligence 
Bureau or RAW to take stock of the 
situation. 

dastardly act. He was in constant personal loss to lim and also a 
touch with the Home Minister-,    Mr national loss. 
S.B. Chavan, and the state Governor, Former Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
Lieut-Gen dubber (rctd). expressed shock. at the demise of 
The assassination was described as Scant Singh anc' said peace should be 

a "ghastly act of violence" and as a maintained. 
"very sad day for Punjab." He said th' c incident had put a 

The Haryana Chief Mmistur, Mr question ma'.k on the government's 
claim that normalcy had returned to Bhajan Lal, described 	as a "r .surder Punjab. of secularism and tolerance a:ad not 

as the killing of an individual ."  The Mr Sing n also expressed heartfelt 

assassination of Beant Sinh was a Contiriv.ed on page 16 c0101 

Blast to be probed, 
says Chavan 

NEW DELHI, Aug 31 (FJ.'I) - The Mr Chavan said Mr Beant Singh 
Home Minister, Mr SB. Chavan, to- was the target of militants and had 
day said a full inquiry wiLl be held escaped several times. "That is why 
into the bomb blast that killed Pun- we had provided the ma,dmuni 
jab Chief Minister, Mr Scant Singh, security. " 	 . 

to find out the people b ehind the The Home Minister said the alma- 
heinous crime. tion in Punjab was reviewed by the 

Mr Chavan said: "The culprits car,- Iniflit3' and all those -who - -Wara 
not get away and they will be tracked required to be alerted hd im 
down soon." sounded. He also spoke to 	Gov-,  

Asked 	whether 	Pun ;jab 	would ernor to apprise himself of the latest 
again slip into militancy 515 a result of  situation.  
this incident, the Home Minister said:  
incident. " 	 - 	' 

-Meanwhile,  a high-level meeting of 
"1 don't think so. It is an isolated the Union Rome Ministry held a late 

- .night emergency session in the wake 
To a question whether the govern- of the killing of Mr Scant Singh. 

ment had any intelligence report sug- The meeting discussed the possible 
gesting likelihood of such incidents, including  the hand of  Pakistan  

bomb explosion. 	 - 

Mr Chavan said: "We had this kind of - Intelligence Outfit ISI in the ghastly 
warning but that was related to bade- 
pendence Day. That is why we had 
taken stricktest measures that day in Handiwork of terrorists, says 
Delhi and other parts ot the country," DGP 	page 3 

CHANDIGARH, Aug 31 - The 
end the week-long political crisis in offices of the Haryana Government 
the state. and educational institutions will 

The resignation was accepted by main closed for three days as a mark 
Governor Knshan Kant, barely two of respect to the slain Chief Minister, 
hours before the 	crucial 	trial of Scant Singh. 
strength 	in 	the 	state 	assembly. The Punjab Government and the sources said. 

Mr Rams Rao banded over the 
Chandigarh 	Administration 
announced  today that all government 

resignation letter when the Governor offices and educational institutions  called on him at the Mediciti Hospital in  the state and the union territory 
here, where he was admitted after he would rrinain closed for two days. 
suffered a mild heart stroke. The Panjab University administra_ 

Mr Rama Rao's Secretary Dr N. tive wing and teaching departments  Jayaprakash Narayan and Addition- will remain shut tomorrow. 
al Director-General of Police - (Law The Punjab and Haryana High and Order) H.J. Dora drove to Raj Court and subordinate courts  in the Bhavan around 1.30 p.m. from the two states and the union territory 
hospital to inform the Governor ab- will not be open tomorrow 
out the resignation. The 	holidays 	declared 	by 	the The resignation letter was handed Haryana and Punjab governments -  
over to the Governor who reached the and the Chandigarh  Administration . 

Continued on page 14 col S 
will be holidays under the Negotiable 
Instruments Act. 

NEW DELHI, Aug 31 (Ffl) - A 
state funeral will be accorded to Mr 
Scant Singh, according to sources in 
the Union Some Ministry. 

State mourning will be observed 
or two days - on September 1 and 2 

- - throughout the country and all - 
central government offices will re-
main closed tomorrow, the sources 
told P11 today. 

The Central Government offices 
located at the place of the funeral, 
which is yet to be decided, will 
remain closed for half a day on the 
day of the cremation. 

The Madhya Pradesh Government 
has also declared a two-day state 
mourning from tomorrow. State gov-
ernment offices will not function 
tomorrow. 

c;rTtjit:Thkg, TNS - The 
Punjab and Haryana Govern-
ments and the Chandigarh Admi-
nistration today declared a seven-
day state mourning. 

The Hinfachal Government 
announced a three-day mourning 
as a mark of respect to the slain 
Chief Minister. 

Other parres 
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...............poge7 
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M.G. Oevasahayam..  ............ page S 
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............................page 10 
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US Open  ............................ page 12 

Tribune News Service 
CHANDIGARH, Aug 31 - Mr Mar-

charan Singh Brar, the senior most 
minister in Beant's Cabinet, was 
tonight sworn in as the interim Chief 
Minister of Punjab. 

The brief ceremony took place in a 
room at Punjab Raj Bhavan shortly 
after 8.30 p.m. The state Governor, 
Lieut-Gen BKN Chhibber, adminis-
tered the oath of office to Mr Brar. 

2-day national 
mourning 

he said. 	 Two-day holiday 
exposed Red aert in NTR resigns in Punjab, UT 

Tribune News Service region 	-----------. . 
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Let hearts meet 
By Hari Jaisiugh 

T HE organisers of the World Sikh Convention, witting-
lyor unwittingly, have introduced a last-minute sour 

note in otherwise momentous deliberations at Amritsar. 
Their decision to honour some of the controversial 
persons like Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale looks like 
a well-guarded afterthought to provide a deliberate 
political twist to the convention. The S.G.P.C. chief, Mr 
Gurcharan Singh Tohra, and the acting Jathedar of Akal 
Takht, Prof Manjit Singh, are honourable and respected 
persons. They should know what is good for the Panth 
and what is not desirable for the community. The 
turbulent phase of violent politics which Punjab has gone 
through ought to make us more dispassionately reflective 
of the rights and the wrongs so that a new virtuous order 
based on the teachings of our great Gurus can be evolved. 
History is much more than a mere record of events. It is 
not, as Voltaire once said, "a pack of tricks we play upon 
the dead". It is a medium that monitors and surveys 
events, appropriately classified and analysed for poster-
ity. The right input from history can make a difference in 
the quality of decision-making processes in a complex 

ituation. 

History also tells us that the politics of gun does not 
solve problems. It only complicates issues and generates 
hatred which go against the basic tenets of the Gurus. 
Terrorism - whether group- or individual-prompted - 
or counter-terrorism of the state, dehumanises even a 
brave and dynamic society. We have seen this happening 
with our own eyes. It is to counter these base human 
instincts that Guru Nanak spread the gospel of love, 
compassion and brotherhood. One of his basic tenets lays 
stress on the concept of forgetting and forgiving. We have 
to move on to a new path, with fresh ideas of cooperation 
and brotherhood. The healing process for the wounds of 
the past has to be the responsibility of everyone. We have 
always sought justice for the victims of the 1984 riots. 
The guilty must be severely punished irrespective of one's 
power or position. But in our search for justice and 
fairplay, full care has to be taken against the possible 
distortions in our thought process. This is what our Gurus 
have taught us. Guru Nanak was a great visionary and 
humanist. His whole argument is that humanity cannot 
be divided on the basis of creed, profession, caste, station, 
sex, colour or nationality. Guru Gobmd Singh reiterated 
the same maxim: "Deohra masit soee, pooja, nimaz ohi, 
manas sabhek pai, anek ko parbhoi hai." 

What the followers of the panth need today is 
soul-searching - not with a view to playing competitive 
6 I opportunistic politics of settling scores or of generat-
ing mass hysteria. Certain historic opportunities are lost 
if those at the helm lack a larger perspective of commun-
ity interests. Settling personal political scores may be 
good politics for Mr Tobra, but it does not help much in 
the promotion of the panthic cause or in bringing about 
unity among people. No good purpose can be served by 
taking Sikh politics back to square one. Today, Punjab 
needs not only a meeting of minds but also of hearts. So, 
any provocative act can become counter-productive for 
the larger causes dear to us all. 

Godman 'knows Rao 
personally' 

This bank of the city, like all other banks in the region, wears a deserted look on the 
first day of the bank employees' strike on Tuesday. 	 - A Tribune photograph 

Di ' f t  	 n FTt  !h ' t  	 I I I UT1  
NEW DELHI, Sept 26 (PTI) - The up at numerous vantage points to facie evidence no RDX was used in Capital was rocked by another blast keep a vigil on the passing traffic. the blasts though a terrorist hand is at a railway crossing today injuring a The Union Home Minister, Mr S.B. evident. 

child even as the Delhi police grap- Chavan, today visited the injured in There was a stark difference be- pled to check a hoax call in the last night's bomb blast, who are tween the two blasts, while the first historic Red Fort area of the walled undergoing medical treatment in the one in front of the Red Fort ramparts city. hospitals of the Capital. was a low intensity crude explosive The bomb, planted in a utensil, The doctors attending the injured which only threw a big ball of smoke exploded 	at 	9.05 	am. 	at 	the patients have explained to Mr Cha- and fire upwards but left no crater, Samaipur-Badli railway crossing in van the details of medical treatment the 	second 	blast 	at 	the 	nearby north-west Delhi injuring a nine- being provided to the victims, an Lothian Bridge intersection was a year-old boy, the police clarified. official statement said. more powerful bomb and made a Earlier reports said the explosion Mr Chavan also spoke to the in- crater a few inches deep in the occurred when a bomb-like object jured persons who gave him their ground, police said 
fell from a running train. direct account of the bomb blast. The 	two 	blasts, 	less 	than 	a "It was aimed at damaging the rail Mr 	Chavan, 	on 	the 	occasion, kilometre apart, occurred within 40 track and disrupting the rail traffic,"  announced an ex-gratia relief of Rs minutes of each other injuring 44 a police spokesman said adding that 10,000 to each of the seriously injured persons. The blasts went off after the trains were running smoothly. who are under treatment in the hos- sunset just as the Navratra cetebra- The injured boy was a resident of pitals and Rs 5,000 to others injured tions began. the quarters in the neighbourhood and admitted to hospitals, the state- The police raided a number of and was rushed to the nearby nursing ment said. suspected terrorist hideouts in the ionic, he said. Prof M. Kamson, newly appointed city last night. Some persons had Doctors at the hospital said the boy Minister of State for Home Affairs, been picked up for questioning but as 	given 	first-aid 	treatment 	for and the Commissioner of Police also no arrests were made. The police minor injuries on hand, foot and back accompanied Mr Chavan to the boa- 

- - 

raided 	various 	guest 	houses 	and md was discharged immediately. pitals. shady hotels, lodges and inns. Prop- Explosive experts and senior police ut adds: According to prima erty dealers were questioned about fficials have rushed to the spot and any suspicious movements of new ,he police has launched arnassive 
Chandigarh Weather teatolice  said the blasts could not A police spokesman said a call 

'eceived in the morning claimed the 

• 

,_ have come at a more improper time as 

dantmg of another bomb in the same The maximum temperature 	on the month-long festival had just got 

irea of the old city. Tuesday was 34,2 C (93.6 F) and the underway and thousands of Ramlilas 

'Fire tenders and bomb disposal minimum 22.2 C (72 F), 

. 	. 

were being organised in all parts of 

.quads were despatched immediate- The maximum relative humidity the city every evening. 

y. But the call turned out to be a was 90 per cent and the minimum 43 Meanwhile, the 65,000 strong Delhi 

max, " he said. per cent. police has been put on a state of high 

Nobody has claimed responsibility The sun will set on Wednesday at 
alert 

Security officials are also finding or today's or yesterday's explosions 6.14 and rise on Thursday at 6.15. ways and means of streamlining the aid 	the police was yet to arrest OUTLOOK FOR WEDNESDAY- haphazard and virtually unregulated nyone in this connection. 
Tod ,' 	in the r',,,',;f1 is 

Mainly clear sky. parking lots all 	over the city, 

the third in the past 14 hours. Last 	 • evening, two serial blasts in the Red 
Fort area near the busy Chandni,  
Chowk are a of the old city wounded 8 hurt in Panipat 
at least 46 persons, mostly pedes-
trians. 

The Delhi police was put on a high 
state of alert and barricades were set 	 Yfll ()S1 (bfl 

indefinite agitation. transactions were affected today. 
Today's strike was supported by The EBA has claimed that cheque 

employees of the Insurance sector transactions worth Es 20,000 crore 
and the Reserve Bank of India, the would be affected because of the 
spokesman said. strike, besides the loss of millions of 

Banking sources said the work- manhours. 
men's strike and their adamant re- 
solve not to yield could perhaps be Industry today condemned the he- 

.attributed to the impending Lok. quent strikes by the bank employees, 
Sabha elections. With the various saying that it was totally unwar- 
political parties wooing the workers, ranted. 
they had become emboldened, they 
said. The president of the PHD Chamber 
' 	They pointed out that the em-, of Commerce and Industry, Mr R.K. 
ployees of Life Insurance Corpora- Saboo, said in a statement here that 
tion and General Insurance Corpora- there was no justification for the 
tion had also threatened to go on strike and urged the authorities to 
strike later this week. The joint ac- take a firm stand on the issue. 
tion committee of Accounts and Au- 
dit Departments has also served an He said in the liberalised environ- 
ultimatum to implement wage parity ment it was essential to keep commit- 
by December 14. ments in international trade and iuch 

Most of the branches in the city frequent 	impediments 	severely 
were, however, open as they were affected exports and industrial and 
manned by officers. Only important 

Continued on page 20 	col 3 

Dilawar was human 
bomb: DNA report 
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Delhi. 

"Had it been triggered off by the 
suspects in the packed compartment, 
it would have resulted in a large 
number of casualties," Mr Sanjiv 
Kumar said. 

The Deputy Commissioner said the 
train, running about 12 hours late, 
was searched after the passengers 
were asked to alight following a 
message from the Additional Com-
missioner of Police, Delhi, Mr Max-
well Pereira. 

"When the train was declared safe, 
we decided to search the passengers," 
Mr Sanjiv Kumar said, adding that as 
the passengers were being frisked, 
the bomb went off. 

A general alert has been sounded in 
the state and the railway protection 
police and the railway police have 
intensified patrolling on the tracks. 

Railway officials and the police 
have warned passengers and rail us-
ers to be alert  against any abandoned 
object or suspicious looking persons. 

and Dr B. Sriram Shastry, ISC 
(physical sciences), Dr Chan-
drasekhar, IISC, and Dr K.L. Sebas-
tian, Cochin University (chemical 
sciences), Dr S.E. Hasnain, National 
Institute of Immunology, New Delhi, 
and Dr K. Muniyappa, uSC (biolo-
gical sciences) and Dr Subrat Kumar 
Panda of ARMS and Dr Anil Tyagi of 
Delhi University (medical sciences). 

Young Scientist Award winners: 
Dr (Ms) Rina Sharma, NPL, New 
Delhi, and Dr P.K.Khanna, CEERI, 
Pilani (physical sciences), Dr M. Bor-
doloi, ERL, Jorhat (chemical scien-
ces), Dr S. Bsndopadhyay, CGRI, 
Calcutta, and Dr S. Srikanth, NAIL, 
Jamshedpur (engineering sciences) 
and Dr (Ms) C. Mainkyamba and Dr 
(Ms) K. Srivatssva of NGRI, Hyder-
abad (earth sciences). 

No Young Scientist Award in 
biological sciences. 

Bhatnagar awards for I 1 scientists 

NEW DELHI, Sept 26 (PT!) - 
Controversial godman chandras-
wami has claimed he has personal 
contacts" with the Prime Minister 
Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao. 

Answering a volley of questions 
during an interview wih Asianent 
telecast last night, the high-flying 
spiritual leader, however, said he did 
not help Mr Rao or the former Prime 
Minister, Mr Chandra Shekhar, put 
had some personal contacts with 
them. He also claimed he had good 
rel'fions with late Rajiv Gandhi. 

ris our duty to show the right 
path to people who are in politics or 
who do public service,"  the self-
styled godman said, adding that one 
should work for the people and their 
betterment. 

Criticising the use of caste, creed 
and religion in politics, Chandras-
wami said that there should be one 
religion for the entire humanity. "If 
caste, creed and religion is taken into 
politics it is unfortunate. I am not in 
favour of it," he said in the interview 
recorded some time back. 

The godman claimed that he has 
met as many as 120 heads of states. 
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"They come to me to sort out their 
problems and for mental peace," he 
said. 

Chandraswami claimed to have 
undertaken a number of relief and 
rescue operations during natural eta-
maities and other disasters, besides 
public service activities. 

He said his workers swung into 
action immediately after the Uttar-
akhand was hit by a devastating 
earth-quake. Volunteers of "jana 
shakti vahini " also went to Latur in 
thousands for rescue operations after 
the earthquake. 

"We have other programmes also 
for the public. My moto is to help 
those who need it without taking 
their religion or caste into considera-
tion," the godman said. 

Asked why he did not have any 
contact with the Gandhi family, 
Chandraswami claimed he had goodi 
relations with late Rajiv Gandhi. "I 
also had good relations with Mrs 
Gandhi. I had met her several times," 
he said. 

He said it would take about two 
years for India to come out of the 
present problems and then national 
forces would arise, "I cannot tell 
about a person. I can tell about a 
country's future only,"  he said in 
reply to a question. 
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Police officials said the blast 
occurred at 1.30 p.m. when the 
Amritsar-bound Muri Express was 
being searched following report of a 
blast at Badli railway crossing in 
Delhi. 

The injured have been admitted to 
the Panipat Civil Hospital, while the 
entire area has been cordoned off. 

The Deputy Commissioner of Pani-
pat, Mr Sanjiv Kumar, said the bomb 
was a "Chinese stick type hand gre-
nade", which was probably aban-
doned by the carriers after the train 
and the passengers were subject to a 
search following a call from the Delhi 
police. 

He said the grenade was picked up 
by Satish, a 13-year-old boy, and 
Ravi, a cobbler, pulled out the cap, 
triggering the blast. "They are 
;ersously injured and have suffered a 
Lot of blood loss, " he said. 

Vijay of Ahmedabad also saw Sat-
sh and Ravi fiddling with the bottle-
ike object, Mr Sanjiv Kumar said, 
adding that there appeared to be a 
)attern behind the series of blasts in 

turvedi, Union Minister of State for 
Science and Technology, here said. 

In addition, Dr Mashelkar said, in 
the CSIR Technology Awards categ-
ory, this year only one award was 
presented. It was won by the Nation-
at Aeronautical Laboratories (NAL), 
Bangalore. 

The institute received the award 
which comprises a rolling shield, a 
plaque, a citation and a grant of Rs 
20 lakh to Es 30 lakh for its outstand-
ing achievements in diverse engineer-
ing fields covering composites mate-
rials, parallel computing, control sys-
tems and specialised surface coat-
ings. 

Besides this, three research teams 
from CSIR institutes will receive this 
year's technology prizes for their sig-
nificant contribution to the nation's 
development. 

Other Bhatnagar awardees: Dr 
Mustansir Barma, TIFR, Bombay, 

Tribune News Service 
NEW DELHI, Sept 26 - 

Banking operations in the 
country were today severely 
affected as about 700,000 
bank employees struck 
work, demanding recon-
struction of their pay struc-
ture despite the Chief 
Labour Commissioner's 
order declaring the strike 
illegal. 

Four major associations decided to 
go ahead with their two-day strike 
after their talks with the Indian 
Banks Association (IBA) for "correc-
tion of the existing anomalies in the 
wage structure between the workmen 
and the officers" failed yesterday. 

Normal banking operations were 
severely affected in the Capital today 
as more than 30,000 bank employees-  
struck work demanding restructur-
ing of their pay structure. 

Major workmen's unions, including 
the All-India Bank Employees Asso-
ciation (AIBEA), Bank Employees' 
Federation of India (BEF), the 
National Confederation and Bank 
Employees (NCBE) and the Indian 
National Bank Employees' Federa-
tion (INBEF), had given the strike 
call for today and tomorrow. 

The unions, which are demanding 
restructuring of the pay-scales of 
workmen staff by allowing dearness 
allowance merger of 120 per cent for 
sub-staff and 115 percent for clerical 
staff, ignored the warning of the 
Chief Labour Commissioner that 
striking employees would be prose-
cuted under the Industrial Disputes 
Act. 

The Indian Banks Association 
(IBA), the apex organisation of 53-
member banks, had last evening said 
that the demand by the unions was in 
violation of the wage settlement 
reached at between the two sides and 
the Industrial Disputes Act in 
February. 

The management group said it had 
provided for a 10.5 per cent wage 
increase in the case of both officers 
and workmen. The union, however, 
claim that the officers had got more 
than a 16 per cent hike as against the 
10.5 per cent given to workmen. 

A BEFI spokesman said: "The fact 
remains that 8,00,000 workmen have 
been defrauded by the ifiA in the 
sixth bipartite settlement."  Facts 
were "misrepresented" and figures 
twisted to allow the officers an in- 
crease of 16.5 per cent, he alleged. 

The workmen will now hold 
another meeting here on October 6 to 
decide the future course of action. 
The unions warned that if the IBA 
went ahead with its threat of pro-
secuting them they would launch an 

By Rajendra Sharma 
Tribune News Service 

CHANDIGARH, Sept 26 - The 
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) report 
conducted by a Hyderabad-based 
laboratory has confirmed that Dila-
war Singh acted as human bomb in 
the assassination of the late Punjab 
Chief Minister, Besot Singh, outside 
the Punjab and Haryana Civil Secre-
tariat here on August 31 in a power-
ful bomb explosion, it is reliably 

Anand wins ninth 
game 

NEW YORK, Sept 26 (AP) - Chess 
challenger viswanathan Anand 
crushed title holder Gamy Kasparov 
in the ninth game of the Professional 
Chess Association world cham-
pionship match to seize the lead 5-4. 

The victory, which comes after a 
record-breaking series of eight 
draws, ignited interest in the match 
and opens the possibility that Anand 
will unseat Kasparov. 

Facing an unstoppable phalanx of 
pawns moving down the board like a 
steamroller, and with his own coun-
terattack against Anand's king com-
pletely blunted, Kasparov, playing 
black, resigned yesterday after 
Anand's 35th move. 

Details on page 16 

learnt. 
This sets at rest all controversies 

kicked by certain political parties 
and social organisations that doubted 
whether Beant' Singh was killed by a 
human bomb. It also proves prepost-
erous the claim of the Babbar Khalsa, 
a militant outfit, that a bomb was 
planted in the dicky of the car. 

Immediately after taking over the 
investigation of the case, the C.B.I. 
had sent the blood of the parents of 
Dilawar Singh and the blood of the 
human bomb for DNA test. The DNA 
report would prove beyond doubt 
whether the theory propounded by 
both the Punjab Police chief, Mr 
K.P.S. Gill, and the C.B.I. that a 
human bomb killed the CM was true. 
The local police had also supported 
the argument put forward by Mr Gill. 

A dismissed SPO, Dilawar Singh, 
was a resident of Patiala (Street No 
12, Guru Nanak Nagar). He was 
attached to an S.P. of the Punjab 
police. 

He is the son of an assistant in 
Punjabi University, Patiala. Dilawar 
Singh was without a job. 

Chandigarh-based  forensic experts 
had given various arguments in  sup-
port of the theory of human  bomb. 
First, they pointed  out that only the 
left rear door - the door for the entry 
of the Chief Minister of the car had 
been damaged with no damage to the 
roof, other doors, tyres or for that 
matter any other part of the car. This 

Continued on page 2 0  col 7  
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strike work 

CHANDIGARH, Sept 26 (PTI) - Deli and now in Panipat 
Eight persons were injured, two of 	The others injured are Tapan Rat, 
them seriously, when a bomb ex- son of Gehu Rai of Bihar, Sanjay 
ploded at Panipat railway station Murari of West Singbhum, Madan 
this afternoon. 	 Lal of Rohtak, Virender of Panipat 

and Vinod of Subzi Mandi. Azadour 

NEW DELHI, Sept 26 (PTI) - Statistical Institute, New Delhi, Dr 
Eleven 	eminent 	Indian 	scientists Kamanio Chatopadhyay and Dr B.N. 
have been selected for this year's Goswami of US won awards for 
Shanti Swamp Bhatnagar Awards, mathematical sciences, engineering 
the 	highest 	prize 	for 	scientific sciences 	and 	earth, 	atmosphere, 
achievement in the country. ocean and planetary sciences. The 

The names of the scientists were prizes in areas like physical, chemic- 
announced by Dr R.A. Mashelkar, al, biological and medical sciences 
Director-General of the Council of were shared by two scientists each. 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR), at a function marking the Each award carries a prize money 
53rd anniversary of the country's of Rs 1 lakh and a memento. 
apex scientific research body here Dr Mashelkar said seven up-and- 
today. coming young CSIR scientists had 

The CSIR chief also made public cornered this year's Young Scientist 
the names of seven budding CSIR Awards given in four areas of science 
scientists who won this year's CSIR and technology. 
Young Scientist Awards. These awards, each carrying prize 

While scientists from the Indian money of Es 25,000, had been given to 
Institute of Science (uSC) in Bangs- budding scientists to promote excell- 
lore won five Bhatnagar awards, ence in various fields of science and 
another four went to researchers technology. 
from Delhi institutes. The Young Scientists Awards were 

Dr Rajendra Bhatia of the Indian given away by Mr Bhuvanesh Cbs- 
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